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CORONAVIRUS 


Sick leave bill now law 


Dallas medical centers 
do best to prep for worst 


North Texas restaurateurs 
expect a horrific hit 


Dallas extends emergency 
declaration through April 29 
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Chairs were spaced to ensure social distancing for city staff watch- 
ing the Dallas council meeting Wednesday by video feed at City 
Hall. The council voted to extend through April 29 Mayor Eric 
Johnson’s coronavirus emergency declaration, including a ban on 
gatherings of 50 or more people and other measures. (Story, 7A) 


‘Trump uses crisis power 
to speed medical supplies 


US.-Canada border mostly 
closed; aid ships head to coasts 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Describing him- 
self as a “wartime president” fighting an 
invisible enemy, President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday invoked rarely 
used emergency powers to marshal crit- 
ical medical supplies against the coro- 
navirus pandemic. Trump also signed 
an aid package — which the Senate had 
approved earlier Wednesday — that will 
guarantee sick leave to workers who fall 
ill. 

Trump tapped his authority under 
the 70-year-old Defense Production 
Act to give the government more power 
to steer production by private compa- 
nies and try to overcome shortages in 
masks, ventilators and other supplies. 

Yet he seemed to minimize the ur- 
gency of the decision, later tweeting 
that he “only signed the Defense Pro- 
duction Act to combat the Chinese Vi- 
rus should we need to invoke it in a 
worst case scenario in the future.” 

“Hopefully there will be no need,” he 
said, “but we are all in this TOGETH- 
ER!” 

The mixed messaging came as 
Trump took a series of other extraordi- 
nary steps to steady the nation, its day- 
to-day life suddenly and fundamentally 
altered. 

The Canada-US. border, the world’s 
longest, was effectively closed, save for 
commerce and essential travel, while 
the administration pushed its plan to 


See TRUMP Page 5A 


Editor’s note 


Our coverage priorities 
have changed amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Starting Friday, you'll see 
some temporary 
adjustments in your daily 
newspaper. 2A 


Market moves 


The Dow has now erased 
nearly all its gains from the 
last three years. 3B 


DOW 
19,898.92 -6.3% 


S&P 500 


2,398.10 -5.18% 


NASDAQ 
6,989.84 
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Lean times 
threaten 
eateries 


Area restaurateurs warn 
that many may not survive 


By SARAH BLASKOVICH 
Staff Writer 
sblaskovich@dallasnews.com 


The economic impact of the corona- 
virus on restaurants in Dallas-Fort 
Worth will be monumental. 

Independent restaurateur Tim 
Love, who lives in Fort Worth and owns 
14 restaurants that employ 540 people, 
says he and hisfellow restaurateurs nev- 
er could have planned for a global pan- 
demic that would force consumers to 
stay home for weeks. 

“It’s worse than a tornado, it’s worse 
than a hurricane, it’s worse than a fire,” 
he says. “This is going to destroy every- 
thing that I’ve built” Timing is bad, too: 
He opened three new restaurants in 
Houston less than a week ago. 

Love and every restaurateur in 
North Texas are tasked with figuring 
out how — or if — they will have viable 
businesses once the COVID-19 threat 
decreases and consumers visit restau- 
rants en masse again. For now, Presi- 
dent Donald Trump, the mayor of Dal- 
las and otherregional leaders are urging 
orforcing consumers out of restaurants. 


See MANY Page 6A 
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L.A. White rested in a bunk at Austin Street Center last week. Ser- 
vice providers are implementing social distancing in shelters by 
separating beds by 6 feet and asking volunteers to stay home. 


Shelters brace to 
protect the homeless 


Service providers eliminate 


beds, ask volunteers to stop 


By HAYAT NORIMINE 
Staff Writer 
hayat.norimine@dallasnews.com 


Crouched inside her small blue 
tent, Rhonda Fenwick took a drag 
from her cigarette as she talked to 
her friends about the coronavirus 
spread. City and county officials the 
night before had declared a state of 
disaster — banning large crowds, 
' closing public buildings — because 


of community spread of the virus. 
Fenwick, 53, and her fellow 
homeless knew about the pandemic 
— but not because any city officials 
or service providers had come to see 
them. Fenwick has a radio, and she 
listens to NPR News religiously. 
‘Tm homeless. I have no insur- 
ance,” said Fenwick, whose tent was 
about a block from Austin Street 
Center, a homeless shelter. “They 
should come out here and check on 


See SHELTERS Page 8A 


Hospital 


capacity 
at issue 


D-FW facilities eyeing ways to 
boost number, handle demand 


By MITCHELL SCHNURMAN, 
SUE AMBROSE 


and HOLLY K. HACKER 
Staff Writers 


North Texas has over 7.5 million peo- 
ple and, typically, about 5,000 hospital 
beds are free at atime. 

Can our hospitals handle the coming 
surge in coronavirus patients? 

In the Dallas-Fort Worth area, health 
officials are preparing for the worst — 
while hoping that people heed social dis- 
tancing advice and that test kits coming 
soon will help health officials slow the 
spread of the virus. 

D-FW has about 90 hospitals with 
about 14,000 beds, and about two-thirds 
are usually full, according to data filed 
with the state in 2017. That inventory in- 
cluded 1,750 beds in intensive care units, 
said analyst Allan Baumgarten, who pub- 
lishes the Texas Health Market Review. 

That’s a lot of capacity, one expert said, 
and there are many ways to boost the total 
further. But if too many people require 
hospitalization, any health system can be- 
come overwhelmed. 


See HOSPITALS Page 8A 
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